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•About the types of metadata, and how they 
can inform smarter data usage

•How enabling bi-directional flows of 
metadata across your modern data stack can 
empower more users with a heightened sense 
of the wider data landscape

•Why data engineers are increasingly relying 
on metadata to build more reliable data 
pipelines and weave data fabrics
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Alation
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Data Analyst with experience in Healthcare, 
Telecoms & Financial Services including 

Customer Call Analytics, Financial Crime Analysis, 
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Metadata has always been important, 
especially in changing landscape

https://xkcd.com/2054/

https://xkcd.com/2054/
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Metadata Categories

Business – business context & meaning such as 
description, business rules, ownership 

Technical – technical aspects such as data type, 
format, location

Operational – operational aspects such as usage, 
processing, such as last modified date, aggregations

Compliance – related to regulatory or legal 
requirements, such as data classification, data 
retention policy
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How can enabling bi-directional flows of 
metadata across your modern data stack 
empower more users with a heightened sense 
of the wider data landscape?
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Ordering food…
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Pieces of a puzzle
Enabling bi-directional flows of metadata across your 
modern data stack can empower more users with a 
heightened sense of the wider data landscape

• Enhanced Collaboration

• Increased Data Understanding

• Improved Data Governance

• Democratized Data Access

• Contextual Decision Making
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Metadata to build more reliable data pipelines

Metadata provides valuable information about the 
characteristics, quality, and lineage of data, enabling data 
engineers to make informed decisions throughout the data 
pipeline lifecycle.

• Data Understanding

• Data Quality

• Data Governance and Compliance

• Collaboration and Discovery

• Scalability and Automation

• Data Lineage and Impact Analysis 

https://xkcd.com/2451

https://xkcd.com/2451
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Data-driven Decisions

The Enduring Blueprint for Driving Data Culture

Make it easy for 
everyone to find & 
understand data

Enable everyone 
to use data the right 

way and maintain 
compliance

Optimize data 
placement, jettison 

stale or unused data

Connect to everything
Be adopted by everyone

Insulate consumers from shifting architectures
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Data Culture

The Enduring Blueprint for Driving Data Culture

Self-Service 
Analytics

Data
Governance

Cloud 
Transformation

Alation Data Intelligence Platform
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Unlocking Customer Value 
Through Sustained Innovation

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

SELF-SERVICE 
ANALYTICS

2021 2022 2023+

DATA 
GOVERNANCE

CLOUD 
TRANSFORMATION

DATA OPS / 
ENGINEERING
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Demo
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Session 2: Unleash the Power of Metadata

•About the types of metadata, and how they can inform 
smarter data usage

•How enabling bi-directional flows of metadata across your 
modern data stack can empower more users with a 
heightened sense of the wider data landscape

•Why data engineers are increasingly relying on metadata to 
build more reliable data pipelines and weave data fabrics

Michelle (Lam) Donovan
Snr Manager, Solutions Engineering

Alation
michelle.lam@alation.com

Thank you!
www.alation.com 

http://www.alation.com/
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